By THOMAS. 


* > 


on 


printed for, 1 Wand, 4 
Little Britain; N 1 
- "the Royal-Exchange. 1729. 


£ To the Church of CurtsT, to 
* whom I fland in the Relg+ 
tion of Paſtor. 


Dear Friends, © 

N the midſt of thoſe ſeveral 
” Difcouragements which atten- 
fe ded the paying my laſt Re- 
ſpects to our deceafed and much 
* honoured Friend, tis no ſmall Sa- 
- | tisfaC&tion to me that you have been 
pleas'd, not only to approve of this 
Sermon, but requeſt the Publica- 
tion of it, which I preach'd, to 
> expreſs my fincere Veneration and 
2 Reſpe@ to her Memory. 

- . "Tis well known how ſtrong 
my Difinclination always has been 
| A "2" 


| 


— — 


but Jou are very ſenſible, that, at 4 


| Dedicgtiqn. 


1 


to appear in this publick Manner; 


this Time, it 16-hegome . 
able. I was unwillig e render ff 


ſelf chargeable with that Ingray- 2 
tude” my Silence might carry 17 3 
it, ox that Degree of Napa fo A 
ſuch a Performante;' ther r * 
Juſtice nor Modeſty it ſelf da re- 
quire. Every Man - an _— 9 
ed Right to vindicate himſelf; yet 
I am no ways inclin d to bin The 2 
Defenge of my Chapgcter upan the 
Ruins either of good. : 
good Manners: And gt the;ſame 
time I have this Pleaſure, that I can 
appeal to deb aaa of this | 
Affair, 1 have been charge- 


able, in this Caſe, with the Breach: © 


of either, or rather. baye not 05 2 
much err 4 on the other hand. 
I hope I haye always, in "in 
meaſure, entertain'd a very diffi- 
dent Opinion of my on Abilities, 


: Which J cannot but think to be: 


very 


Nature hr 
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very conſiſtent, with : ayoiding, 
as much as Pofſibbe, undeſerved 
Contempt, tho? + would: carefully 
flun every. thing that looks -like 


+; Forwardng(s ar | Cabeete.: I ſhall 

= not-enter into abe Detail of: thoſe 
Things, which ta you, as well as 
m ſelt, would he die zende, but 


Id readily; frm in my. Breaſt, 
the het Opinion of a certain Gen- 


tlemams Conduct, to whom I ſhall 
* alvaysi pay a becoming Reſpect, 
e # andimpute his Suſpicion af my A- 
bdilities, to a tender Regard for the 


1 Character of the — Lady; 


1 vourable Aſpec, ' 
It no ways ſuits my Diſp dfition 
| 10 aggravate the Part which that 
| Perſon bore in this Aﬀair,whoſtood 
in an Place on _ Occaſion, 1 ſhall 

-. £1621 only 


dud I doubt nat, but every Inftance 
pl Reſpect, by bim expreſs d, to her 


Memory, will prevail with you: to 


bo upon it with the moſt fa- 


vi Dedication. 

only ſay this, that it would have 
been witk the greateſt Reluctance, 
T ſhould have engag'd in a Work of 
that Nature, under the like 'Cir- 
cumſtances: But leaving this Sub- 
ject, I preſent you the following 
A _ as a —_— of my ſin- 
cereſt epending on yaur | 
Candor 2 the many Eule 4 
you may find in it, which might 
Have been fewer, had I ſubmitted 
it to the Examination of thoſe © 


who were capable of marking them 


to me: This would have been en- 
tirely agreeable to my own Inclina- 
tions, had I not been prevented by 
thoſe unkind Suggeſtions, that it 
would be the Work of another, 
who has been mention'd by Name : 
Nothing but this Conſideration 
would ever have prevail'd with 
me, not to have copied after the 
Example of the excellent Mr. Pig- 
got, ſo agreeably repreſented by 
that learned Man who preach'd 
his 
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Dedication. vii 
his Funeral Sermon (a). I was 
therefore as unwilling that any of 


my Brethren ſhould be chargeable 
with Faults which might be entirely 


mine, as I would be to go away with 


the Honour aud Reputation of a- 
nother Man's Lines made ready to 
my Hand. 5 

doubt not, but the Senti- 
ments herein deliver d, with Re- 
gard to ſome particular Doctrines, 
will be as agreeable to you, as 1 
have the higheſt Reaſon to be aſ- 
ſur'd they were to the Lady de- 


N I ceas'd ( b). 


(a) His great Improvement, next to the di- 


vine Bleſſing on his aſſiduous Studies, was ow- 
ing —partly to his great Modeſty, which gave 
him a continual Jealouſy of his own Perfor- 
mances, and engag*d him frequently to ſubmit 
what he had compos'd to the Judgment of 


thoſe Friends, he thought capable of adviſing 


him; and to intreat them with uncommon 
| Importunity, not to ſuffer any Faults to eſcape 
their Remark, but to be free in advertiſing- 
him of every Thing that might ſeem to them 


either defective or redundant. Vid. Stennet's 
Sermon on Mr. Piggot. x | 


(b) See this Sermon, Pag. zo. 


To 


vii Dimmu. 3 
JI conelude; I take this © ; 
portunity of making you my fin- 

ceteft Achnowledpthent: (Ell the 
Iniſtantes of Favour aft! Reſpect 

you have ſhewu me. May that 
Pence and Tranquility, which we 
Ha ve always enjoy'd finee T chmee 
amongſt you, continue; and that 


we may be made to increaſe with 
all the Increaſe of Gitl, 'you may 
aſſure your ſelves ſhall be the ef- 
ſtant Prayer of Him, who accounts 
4 His Honour to ſubſcribe him- 
ſelf I 4999 281 


. 


Wur Servant, 


For Jxsus Sale, 


4 


| 422d; < * 
Tho, Richardſon. 3 


- 4 
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2 TIM. rv. 7, 8. 


I have fought a good Fight, I have 
fniſbed my Courſe, I have kept the 
Faitb. Henceforth there is laid u 
. for me a Crown of Riobreoufneſe 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge 


; oo / 
Hall give me at that Day: And 


not to me only, but unto all them 
_ alſo, that love his Appearing. 


» HIS Epiſtle was wrote at the 
Ig Time of the Apoſtle's fecond 
Impriſonment at Rome, as it is 
748 evident that to the Philips 
Pians was, during his firſt, which ap- 
Par? by the Aſſurances he then gave 

em, of his being releaſed * : This came 


* 


do paſs accordingly, as may be gathered 


from the 17% Verſe of this Chapter. 
© Phil, i. 25, 26. 


B Moſt 


2 A SERMON on the 


Moſt Writers, both ancient and mo- 
dern, agree that St. Paul wrote this 
Epiſtle but a very little Time before his 
Martyrdom *: And though he long d to 
be gone, yet was he unwilling to leave 
the World, without giving Timothy Di- 
rections for his future Conduct; who 
had not only a great Truſt commit- 
ted to him, but a large Share in his 
Affections, as appears by the Manner of 
his Addreſſing him in his firſt Epiſtle, 
{tiling him my con Syn in the Faith; and 
in the ſecond, my dearly beloved Son. 
As 'tis probable he never heard from 


him more, ſo tis certain he never ſaw his 


Face, unlefs according to his Direction 
they met to take a final Farewel of each 


other. | 
We are to regard this Epiſtle as the 


Words of a dying Apoſtle ; or, as a learn- 
ed Writer ſays, © Whatever we read here 
* of the Kingdom of Chriſt, the Hope of 
« eternal Lite, the Chriſtian Warfare, 
© the Boldneſs of Confeſſion, the Truth 
* of Doctrine, we are not to take as writ- 
„ ten with Ink, but with the Blood of 
Paul himſelf ; for he aſſerts nothing 
* for which he was not ready to lay 


3 Whitly's Preface to this Epilt, and Eſtius in 
I — 
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© down his Life. I ſhall take no farther 
Notice of the Context, than what is ne- 
ceſſary to ſhew how the Text is intro- 
duced. 

In the Beginning of this Chapter, the 
Apoſtle gives Timothy a very ſolemn 
Charge to be diligent and faithful in that 
Work to which he was called, and par- 
ticularly forewarns him of thoſe Errors 
and Hereſies, which would creep into the 
Church, after his Departure, with the ill 
Conſequences likely to attend them. As 
he was in a very little Time to leave the 
World, ſo for the Encouragement of this 
young Miniſter, he aſſures him, That not- 


N withſtanding his Labour and Pains in the 


Goſpel, the Hazards and Dangers he had 
been expoſed to, together with the Sor- 
rows and Sufferings he had met with for 


the ſake of it; he was far from repenting 
of what he had done to promote, and as 


far from repining at his Sufferings for it; 
having the moſt raviſhing View of the 
Crown of Righteouſneſs juſt before him ; 
all which appears from the Words of the 
Text, I have fought a good Fight, I 


© Quzcunque—hic legimus de Chriſti regno, de ſpe 
vitz æternæ, de Chriſtiana militia, de fiducia confeſſionis, 
de certitudine doctrinæ, non tanquam atramento ſcripta, 
fed ipſius Pauli ſanguine accipere convenit. Nihil enim 
aſſerit pro quo mortis ſux pignus non opponat. Calvin. in 
Hanc, Epiſt. 


34 have 
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have finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the 
Faith Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord, the rigbtenus Judge, ſhall give me 
at that Day : And not to me only, but unto 
all them alſo, that love bis Appearing. 

In which the Apoſtle, 

1. Takes a View of his paſt Conduct, 
ig. What he had done and ſuffer d for 
the Cauſe of Chriſt, and with great Com- 
poſedneſs and Satisfaction, reflects upon 
his approaching Martyrdom. 

2. He looks forward to that Glory 
which was reſerved for him, and all 
thoſe who love Chriſt's Appearing. 

Theſe Words may be conſider'd, either, 

Firſt, As they relate to the Apoſtle. 
Or, 
Secondly, In a more extenſive Senſe, to 
all Believers. 

Firſt, As they relate to the Apoſtle, 
They are expreſſive of the Difficulties he 
met with, and Dangers he paſſed thro' ; 
his Conſtancy and Perſeverance to the 
End, together with the agreeable View 
he had now before him ; being ſhortly to 
triumph as a Conqueror. He had fought 
a god Fight; he was embarked in a 
good Cauſe, from the juſteſt Principles, 
to the beſt Ends, and under the beſt 
Commander, ; 3 
He. 


he 
or 
be 
ne 
720 
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* He had finiſhed his Courſe: Long had 
he been preſſing towards the Mark, but 
was now come within a very near Proſ- 
pect of the Goal: The Time of my De- 
parture (ſays he) is at hand, ver. 6. 
He had kept the Faith. All the Pow- 
fer of Darkneſs, all the Rage and Fury 
of Enemies, could never ſhock this good, 
{this great Man's Faith. In ſeveral Parts 
zof his Writings, particularly in the ſe- 
cond Epiſtle to the Corinthians, he gives 
an Account how much he had ſuffer'd 
for the Sake of Chriſt; but the Grace 
of God was ſufficient for him, and e- 
werlaſting Arms ſupported him, Was 
he appointed to declare the Will of 
his Maſter to a ſinful World? He had 
the Spirit of Chriſt to reveal it to him, 
Had he Enemies to engage with? He was 
made ſtrong for the Batile. Did he fore- 
ſee Difficulties and Dangers * None of 
theſe Things (ſays he) move me, neither 
count I my Life dear unto my ſelf, ſo that 
I may finiſh my Courſe with Foy, and the 
Miniſtry which I have received of the 
Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the 
Grace of God. 
Now he begins to triumph; all his 
Hopes, and earneſt Prayers were anſwer'd, 
he being in full Expectation ſpeedily to 


4 Chap. xi, from 23 to 29 Verſe, © Ads xx. 24. 
| partake 
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partake of the Celeſtial Glory, with the 
four and twenty Elders, who are fitting 
round the Throne cloathed in white Rai- 


ment, wearing on their Heads Crowns of 


God. 

Secondly, The Words of the Text may 
be conſider'd in a more extenſive Senſe, as 
they relate to all Believers, That they 
do ſo, is evident from the laſt Clauſe of the 
8*> Verſe ; where the Apoſtle ſays, (ſpeak- 
ing of the Crown of Righteouſneſs) which 
the Lord the righteous Fudge ſhall give 
me at that Day; and not to me only, but 
unto all them alſo that love his appearing. 

With this View, no doubt, that ex- 
cellent Perſon, whoſe Death occaſion'd 
this Diſcourſe, ftx'd on the Words I firſt 
read, as the Subject of her Funeral Sermon. 
From which Words conſider'd, as appli- 
cable to all Believers, we may obſerve, 


I. That a Chriſtian's Life is a Life of 
doing and ſuftering the Will of God. 

II. That after this Life is ended, they 
ſhall have the higheſt Honours con- 


terred upon them, vis. at the ap- 


earing of Jeſus Chriſt, 

III. That to love Chriſt's appearing, is 
the diſtinguiſhing Character of a 
Chriſtian. 

f Rev. iv. 4. 


I. That 
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I. That a Chriſtian's Life is a Life of 


f doing and ſuffering the Will of God. 


The Chriſtian's Life is an active Life; 


there is fighting, running, and keeping 
the Faith, requir'd, which includes in it 


y, and dies in the Faith of Jeſus, when 
he takes his Leave of this World, may 
Tay with the Apoſtle, I have fought @ 
good Fight, &c, The Word tranilated 
ſignifies any Conteſt * ; but here it 
manifeſtly alludes to the principal Games 
in Uſe among the GEreciuns. Chriſtians 
mould not expect to find the Way to 
For, altogether ſmooth and eaſy. The 


. na Obedience : Every one who lives 


World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, all 


combine to give them continual Diſtur- 


bance, and will be their conſtant Atten- 
dants in their Paſſage to the bliſsful Re- 
pions of Immortality; ſo that they may 
WM lay, If in this Life only we have 
Hope in Chriſt, we are of all Men moſt 
wiſerable*'. Tis not only a Fight, but 
a good Fight. The Word conveys to us 


hot only ſomewhat that is honeſt or lau- 


dable, but what is alſo comely and agree- 


able. Thoſe who engage in this War- 
fare have the greateſt Encouragement ; for 
the Captain under whom they fight is va- 


WAY ay i 1 Cor. xy. 19, K id. Eraſmus in loc. 
liant, 


8 A SERMON on the 


liant, as well as skilful in Battle, having 
try'd the Strength of all the Powers of 
Darkneſs, and wholly defeated them 
He'll not deſert even the meaneſt of thoſe 
that fight under his Banner, but make 


them triumph at laſt, and crown all their 
Labour with Joy, endleſs and inconceive- 


able. 

The Servants of Chriſt have a Courſe 
to finiſh, which the Apoſtle tells us he 
had done, 7. e. he was near the End of it. 


What St. Paul ſays is agreeable to the 


Words of the bleſſed Jeſus, who, juſt 
before he bow'd down his Head, and 
gave up the Ghoſt, crys out, Ir is finiſhed. 
So this faithful Servant of Chriſt drawing 
near the Period of his Life, ſays, he had 


finiſhed his Courſe, 27s. his Race. Run-' 


ning was one of the five principal Exer- 


ciſes the Gyecians us d in the beforemen- 
tion'd Games, and was in ſo high Eſteem 


amongſt them, (as a learned Man obſerves) 
That ſuch who prepar'd themſelves for it, 
© neither ſpared Labour, or regarded Pain“ 
*“ Swiftneſs (ſays he) was look'd upon as 
San excellent Qualification in a Warrior, 


f Such as prepared themſelves for ir, thought it worth 
their while to uſe Means to burn or parch their Spleen, © 
becauſe it was believed to be an Hindrance to them, and 
retard their Courſe, Potter's Gr, Antiq. Vol, I. p. 442. 
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ing ec both becauſe it ſerves for a ſudden Af 
sol es fault and Onſet, and likewiſe for a nim- 
em c bleRetreat. In the holy Scripture, Da- 
ole c id, in his poetical Lamentation over 
ake e thoſe two great Captains, Saul and Jo- 
et K nathan, takes particular Notice of this 
Ve- F warlike Quality of theirs :” They were, 
wm fays he) ſwifter than Eagles, ſtronger 


ban Lions. Cicero (as quoted by this 
Jearned Author) reports, © That a Vic- 
* tory in the Olympick Games, was not 


ic much leſs honourable than a Triumph at 


& Rome.” From hence we may conclude, 
bow active the Chriſtian ſhould be, ac- 
Fording to the Advice of St. Paul, So run, 


Hat ye may obtain '. 


Every Chriſtian is to keep the Faith, 
I e. be very careful of it, as a rich Trea- 
Jure, that he may neither looſe, nor be 


robb' d of it, as the Word ſignifies v: Ma- 
ny Snares are laid in the Chriſtian's Way, 
to hinder his Progreſs towards Heaven; 


5 is he enabled to walk agreeable to the 
ules which Chriſt has preſcrib'd, with- 
but being led away with the Error of the 
Wicked, or falling from his own Sted- 


faſtneſs a. 
As the Life of a Chriſtian conſiſts 


in doing, ſo alſo in ſuffering the Will of 
God, or patiently ſubmitting to whatever 


x Cor. ix. 24. * Tygkw. u 1 Pet. iii. 17. 


he 


— —„— — 
— —— 


— — 


—_— 
* 


— — — x — — 4 


| 
| 
"| 


— —— ——— ͥ ͤ ſTJH— _ 
222 
—_—— __ ——— 
— 2 — 
——— . — — 
— 


10 A SERMON on the 


he thinks meet, in the Courſe of his Provi- 
dence, to lay upon him ; he is expoſed to 
various Afflictions and Diſtreſſes in his 
Progreſs to the heavenly Canaan. In the 
World, he is taught by Chriſt himſelf to 
expect Tribulation v. Therefore St. Paul 
writes to the Theſſalonians in this Manner, 
That no Man be moved by theſe Mlictions: 


for your ſelves know that we are ap- 


pointed thereunto ”. Tho' by the Indul- 
gence of our heavenly Father we are pre- 
ſerv'd from thoſe extraordinary Afflictions 
and Perſecutions, on the Account of the 
Goſpel, which the Apoſtles and primitive 
Chriſtians met with; yet in every Age 
Believers have their Share of Sorrow 
and Diſtreſs : For tis thro' much Tribu- 
lation that they muſt enter into the King- 
dom. of God. 

But how may we hope to paſs through 
the ſeveral Parts of Life with the ſame 
unſhaken Reſolution, and like glorious 
Proſpect with this bleſſed Apoſtle ? 

1. By receiving Strength from Chriſt, 
for performing the ſeveral Parts of Evan- 
gelical Obedience, the Neceſſity of which 
the Apoſtle was fully appriz d of, when 
he ſays, Ve are not ſufficient of our ſelves, 
to think any Thing as of our ſelves , 
but our = 7s of GO without 

m John xvi. 3 3. * 1 Theſl, i. 3. Acts xiv. 22. ? 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
3 which 
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; which the Chriſtian never will be able, 


with Succeſs, to maintain the Conflict 
wherein he is engag d; therefore muſt he 
have his Dependance upon that God, who 
works all his Works in him and for him, 
agreeable to thoſe Words in Philippians, It 
i God that worketh in you both to will and 
10 do of his good Pleaſure *. Thus he car- 
ries on his own Work, notwithſtanding all 
Difficulties and Oppoſitions, with victo- 
rious Efficacy; therefore ſhould we not 
ceaſe to pray, that He would grant unto 
us according to the Riches of his Glory, 
to be ſtrengthened with Might by his Spi- 
Fit in the innner Man, that Chriſt may 

devell in our Hearts by Faith 
The Work of Sanctification is not com- 
pleated at once, tis by Degrees the Soul 
obtains a Freedom from Sin; God never 
deſign'd this Life for a State of perfect 
Holineſs, any more than Happineſs ; Sin 
and Sorrow, as they came into the World 
together, ſo will their Exit be. The beſt 
of Men have complain'd of the Body of 
Sin and Death that continually attends 
them, of which the Penman of this E- 
piſtle is a remarkable Inſtance, who, upon 
the Account hereof, cries out, O etched 
Man that I am which is the melan- 
choly Experience of every Chriſtian ; for 

Phil. ii. 13. Exheſ iii. 16, 17, *. Rom, vii. 2 4. 

C 2 which 


”—_ WE 


i 
N 
i 
l 
4 
wy 
1 , 
'F © 
| | 
7 
4 
li 
1 
Fe l 
if 7 
- 

U 
1 
+ 


12 A SERMON on the 


which Reaſon he may juſtly ask this Que- 
ſtion ; By what Means ſhall I obtain a 
Deliverance e I anſwer, 

2. By having the ſame Dependance for 
Acceptance in the Sight of God, as this 
Apoſtle had, who defired to be found in 
Chriſt, zo: having on his own Righteouſ- 
neſs, which is of the Law, but that which 
ts through the Faith of Chriſt, the Righte- 
ouſneſs which is of God by Faith *. When 
the Chriſtian hath made the greateſt Ad- 
vances in Holineſs, he cannot but reflect 
upon the Whole of his Conduct with 
Shame and Bluſhing : Tis in the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Redeemer only, we can ap- 
pear ſpotleſs at the Throne of God ; this 
is the Chriſtian's ſole Dependance; this 
his Joy ; this his Comfort under a View 
of his own Imperſections; even this, that 
he has a Righteouſneſs to truſt to, and de- 
pend upon, which is equal to all that the 
Law has demanded. If he that breaks 
the Law in one Point, is guilty of all, in 
what Diſtreſs muſt that Sinner be, who 
has tranſgreſſed in every one, and yet is no 
Ways able to make Satisfaction? 


II. After this Life is ended, they ſhall 
have the higheſt Honours conferred upon 
them, er. at the Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt, 

Phil. iii. 9. | 


A 


' 
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A Crown of Life ſhall be beſtow'd-on 
j all thoſe who continue ſtedfaſt to the Ro- 
*deemer's Intereſt, as is promis d, Be thou 
faithful unto Death, and I will give thee 
a Crown of Life. The heavenly Glory 
is frequently expreſs'd by Life, this being 
what we always prefer to every Thing 
* | 
*clſc. By a Crown, to ſhew that Honour 
and Dignity the Saints ſhall enjoy in a bet- 
ter State: But by the Apoſtle, in our Text, 
tis called a Crown of Righteouſneſs : not 
to intimate, that cither our doing or ſuffer- 
ing the Will of God, merit or deſerve this. 
Crown. "Tis true, ſometimes this Glo 
is mentioned as a Reward ; but then 'tis 
ſaid to be of Grace, the Reaſon of which 
Expreſſion is, becauſe from thence only 
mult ariſe all our Pleas for, and Expecta- 
tions of it. 
- may be called 2 Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs ; 

1. Becauſe Chriſt has purchaſed it; and 
thus God, as a juſt or righteous Judge, 
confers it. There's no Degree of Happi- 
neſs to be enjoy d in a future World, but 

what Chriſt has paid a valuable Price for; 
therefore Heaven is called the purchaſed 
Poſſeſſion *, and God is ſaid to be juſt in 
jultifying thoſe that believe in Jeſus *. 


Rom. ii. 10. Y Rom, iv. 2—6. w Eph. i. 14. 
F Rom, iii. 2 6. 


2. It 


* 
22 
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2. It may be called 2 Crown of Righte- | F 


of God in performing his Promiſes : As 
the Redeemer fail'd not in any Part of his 


Undertaking for his People, agreeable to 


his own Engagements; So the Father 


has obliged himſelf to beſtow all that 


Glory and Felicity upon his Seed, which 
he has purchaſed for them. 

Here we may obſerve, whatever may 
be the Diſtreſſes the Servants of God 
meet with whilſt here; yet there is a com- 
pleat Bleſſedneſs in reſerve for them: This 
anſwers all Objections which can be made 
againſt the preſent Diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence towards them, and is a very quiet- 
ing Conſideration under the various Af- 
flictions they are at preſent expoſed to, tho 
they frequently fare harder than others. 

Do the Followers of the bleſſed Jeſus 
meet with nothing but Difficulties ? They 
have many Encouragements given them, 
whilſt they are running this difficult Race: 
Thus much is imply'd in the Words of the 
Pſalmiſt, In keeping of them, i. e. the 
Commandments of God, here is a great 
Reward”. There is not only a Reward 
follows keeping the divine Commands, 
but they are rewarded in the very Obſer- 
vance of them; whilſt they are exerciſing 

Y Pal. xix. 11, 


Obes» 


_ ouſneſs, from the unalterable Faithfulneſs 


N * * Sn 7 — 2 ij * > 
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Obedience, they have Hopes of the hea- 
& Þ venly Inheritance; yea, they have inward 
\s Peace and Joy in believing, and the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt witneſſing with their Spirits, 


nt that they are the Children of God *. 

er The Views they have of the Glory of 
at God in the Face of Chriſt, are a kind of 
n Prelibation or Foretaſte of their Happineſs. 


They rejoice (viz. at preſent) with Foy 
„ © wſpeakable, and full of Glory *. There 
1 mh Encouragements in the Way, as well 

as Glory in the End. Have they now an 
hard Task or heavy Burden laid upon 
them 2 They have a Promiſe, as their 


at Day is, ſo ſhall their Strength be*, and 
J- .  *S.. 
+. _ Whatever they enjoy at preſent, tis but 


© 2a ſmall Pledge of that Glory which God 
has reſerved for them in the World to 
come; a Happineſs too compleat to admit 
„ of any Addition; for in his Preſence is 
„ Fiulneſs of Foy, and at his right Hand 
7 there are Pleaſures for evermore ©, on - 
? Zwhich Account alſo the Pſalmiſt ſays, F * 
e Hall be ſatisfyd when I awake with 
* *zby Likeneſs *, Then ſhall they have a 
perfect and ſatisfactory View of the Glo- 
4 r* of God, and a Reſtoration of that Like- 
neſs to him, which Sin has defaced. Be- 
loved, ſays St. John, now are we the Sons 


* 8. Rom. viii. 16. 1 Pet. i. 8. d Deut. xxxiii. 25. 
Pal. xvi. 11. 4 Pſal. xvii, 15. 
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824 and it doth t yet 
2 we ſhall be; but we Tnow 2 he 


hail ear, We ſhall be like him ; Jorwe 
ſhall fee him as be i. 
* When Chriſt ſhall appear, the promis d 
pineſs and purchaſed Glory 'ſhall' be 
belle upon all the Saints, for unto 
them that ** for him, ſhall he appear 
the ſecond Time without Sin unto Salva. 
tion. His firſt A nee, though pub- 
lick, was mean and contemptible; but his 
ſecond will be both publick, glorious, and 
furprizing to all. Though I doubt not 
but every Chriſtian, at Death, is made as 
compleatly Happy, as the State of a ſepa- 
rate Soul will admit; which made x." 4 
Apoſtle Paul deſire to be abſent from the 
Body, and preſent with the Lord*. Vet 
this Bleſſedneſs and Glory will not be con- 
ferred upon the Saints in general, as a 
Body, till the laſt Day, that great- Day, 
en the Son of Man ſhall come in the & At 
ry of bis Father, with his holy Angels", 
This Appearance of Chriſt will fill all 
his Enemies with unfpeakable Dread, and 
moſt diſmal Horror, — the Lord bim- 
ſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a 
Shout, with the Voice of the Areb- Angel, 


Ak a, f Heb. ix. 28. 1 ii. 8. > Mat, 
xvi. 27. | | 


and 
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and with the Trump of Cod. What Heart 
can conceive, what Tongue expreſs their 
dreadful Confuſion 2 How ſhall Paleneſs 
gather in their Faces, and their Knees + 


4| f {mite againſt each other; hen the Lord 


Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven, with 


8 bis mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, ta- 


kins Vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Feſus Cbriſt, who ſhall be puniſb- 
ed with everlaſting Deſtruction, from the 
Preſence of the Lord, and from the Glo- 
ry of his Power *. With what doleful Ac- 


cents ſhall they then ſay, The great Day 
of his Mrath is come; Ol robo ſhall be 


, able to ftand'. But then the Ranſomed 


of the Lord ſhall return, and come to Zion 
with Songs and everlaſting Foy upon their 
Heads ; they ſhall obtain Foy and Glad- 
neſs ; and Sorrow and Sig hing ſhall flee 
away,” for when Chriſt, who is their 
Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall they alſo 
appear with him in Giiry ”: Then will 
he render Tribulation to them that have 
troubled his People, who thall be made 
Witneſſes of his Juſtice, as well as Mercy, 
and be filld with Admiration of both. 
For then will he come to be glorified in 
his Saints, and to he admired in all them 


1 Theſ. iv. 16. * 2 Theſ. i. 7, 8, 9. Rev, vi. 17. 
* Iſa. xxxv. 10. * Col. iii. 4. | 


that 
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that believe . As all the Dead in Chriſt | 
ſhall then be rais'd ; ſo thoſe who remain 
at his glorious Appearance, ſhall be caught 


up together with them in the Clouds, to © 


meet the Lord in the Air ; and fo ſhall © 


can tell with what glorious Splendor they 
Mall then appear? Who can expreſs their 
delightful Employment? Then ſhall they 
ſurround the Throne, and ſing thoſe Songs 
they never could have learned, if they had 
not reach'd thoſe happy Regions, and in 
Strains unknown to Mortals; ever receiving 
the higheſt Pleaſure, from the uninterrupt- 


ed Views of their God and Redeemer : 


There the whole Elect of Jeſus, who have 
lived in the different Ages, and dwelt in 
the ſeveral Corners of the World, ſhall 


make one glorious Body, one triumphant 1 


Aſſembly. 


If it be enquired, Why is this Crown 
laid up, or reſerv'd for Chriſtians, and not 


at preſent beſtow d on them? I anſwer, 


They are now uncapable of receiving it; 


their Souls are not ſufficiently enlarged to 
be receptible of it, which, probably is the 
Meaning of thoſe Words; Fleſb and Bloed 


9 2 Theſ. i, 10. Verſe 17, 
Cala. 


they ever be with the Lord®; then ſhall |* 
they be carried into thoſe Manſions of eter- 
nal Bliſs, which Chriſt has purchaſed, and 
is gone before to prepare for them: Who 
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cannot inherit the Kingdom of God; nei- 
ther doth Corruption inherit Incorruption b. 
We are not without Inſtances of ſome 
Saints, who, when they had more than 
7 — bright Rays of the divine Glory, 
all | 7 were not able to bear it, When the Pro- 
er Phet Iſaiab ſaw the Lord ſitting upon a 
nd — high aud lifted up, and bis Train 
ho | ling the Tem , &c- he crys out, Moe 
ey me, Jammu „ When Daniel had 
ein an extraordinary Viſion, he ſays, There 
ey remained no — in me, for my Come- 
18s Lueſi was turned in me imo Corruption, 
bad and I retained no Strength *, And alſo the 
in & Apoſtle John, upon a lorious Viſion - 
no the Redeemer, ſays; When 1 ſaw him, 1 
pt. fell at bis Feet as dead 
„If the Glory of God, diſplay d only in 
an emblematical Way, which was certain- 
ly the Caſe in all theſe Inſtances, had ſuch 
an Impreſſion upon thoſe who ſaw it, How 
much leſs could we, in this State of Im per- 
fection, bear to ſee him as he is ? 

No Doubt, God, had he not for wiſe 
Reaſons otherwiſe order d it, could have 
render'd the Soul receptive of this Happi- 
+ = neſs, whilſt here below; but he has reſer- 

ved this Glory for a future World, deſigu- 
ing to let us, hereafter, ſee the Difference 
between a State of Conflict, and a State 


P 1 Cor. xv. 50. A Iſa. vi. 5. Dan. x. BE. J Rev. i. 17. 
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of Triumph. There is a Glory indeed 
brought to God, by the Victory which 
the Chriſtian, in ſome Meaſure, here ob- 
tains; for which, God juſtly claims the 
Praiſe. But theſe Conflicts are incon- 
ſiſtent with a Life of conſummate Hap- 
pineſfſs. WEE ; 1: 

The People of God are deſigned to do 
good to their Fellow-Creatures, as they 
are Members of the ſame Society, therefore 
is it neceſſary they ſhould be in ſuch a a 
State as renders them fit for mutual Con- 
verſe, which could not be, if the one 
were in a perfect, and the other in an im- 
perfect State. Moreover, it will inhance 3 
their Praife and Thankſgiving to God, for 
ever; that after they have ſuffered a while, 
he has made them perfect *; they will be 
the better able to judge of the Excellency 
of the Crown of Righteouſneſs ; and this 
will add to their Joy, and increaſe their 
Pleaſure, as one Extream illuſtrates ano- 
ther, The Darkneſs of the Night makes 


the riſing Sun appear more glorious : Reſt X 


is rendered ſweet, by the Labour and Fa- 
tigue of the Day; and the more weary Þ 
are our Limbs, the more pleaſant are our 
Beds: Yea, how delightſome is the Ha- 
ven to the Mariner, who has long been 
toſſed with Storms and Tempeſts : 'Thus it 


t 1 Pet. V. I. 
will 


4 
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will be with the Saints, when they arrive 
at Glory: How will their Admiration of 
the Power, Grace and Goodneſs of God 


be heigthened ? yea, what delightful Prai- 
7 ſes will they aſcribe to him, who hath 
carried them through all their Conflicts, 
= andat laſt beſtowed upon them the Crown 


of Righteouſneſs. - ' 
And this leads us to obſerve, 


III. That to love Chriſt's Appearing, is 
the diſtinguiſhing Character of a Chriſtian. 
This appears not only from the laſt Clauſe 
of the Text, but from other Paſlages in 
the New Teſtament: The Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
© himſelf and others, as ſuch who were 2wait- 
= ing. for the Coming of the Lord Feſus 
3 Chriſt” ; and ſays, Our Converſation is 
in Heaven, from whence alſo we look for 
a Saviour, the Lord Feſus Chriſt ". Thus 
Z alſo he ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe ; 
* Looking for that blefſed Hope, and the 
2 glorious Appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Feſus Chriſt *. This includes 
in it three Things: 


1. A firm Perſwaſton that he will cer- 


tainly appear. This many of the Wicked 
are fully convinced of, tho the Thoughts of 
it fill their Souls with the utmoſt Confuſion, 
making them often tremble now, as his 


7 x Cor. 7, Phil. iii. 20, * Titus ii. f ;. 
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Appearance will confound them hereafter ,# 
but the Saint views it not only as what i;} 
certain, but with Pleaſure and Delight. 
He knows his Judge is his Friend. - 
2. This implys Love to the Perſon o 
him who ſhall appear: The Redeemer i 
the Chriſtian's Friend, whom having not 
ſeen he loves, and his Aﬀe@ions' remain 
tho' at preſent he beholds him not; but 
with how much greater Delight will his 
Soul be raviſh'd, when he receives him to 
his eternal Enjoyment, for, To them tha: 
believe he is previous 7. He is the only 
Object of their Affection: And this is the 
Language of every pious Soul, hom haue 
T in Heaven but Thee, and there in no 
upon Earth that I dgſire befides Thee *," 
As his Delights were from everlaſting with 
the Sons of Men; ſo is he, in the Be- 3 
liever's Eſteem, the chicfeſt among ten 
Thouſands, and altogether lovely, : 
3- It alſo implies a Meetneſs or Fitneſs 3 
for his appearing : This Divines call ei- 
ther habitual or actual; by the former 
they underſtand thoſe Graces that accom- 
any Salvation, and are implanted in the 
Soul by the holy Spirit, whereby they are 
turned from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
the Power of Satan unto Gd. And by 
the latter, a lively Exerciſe of thoſe Gra- 


Y 1 Pet. ii. 7, Pſal. 73.25, Acts xxvi. 18. 


ces 
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ces implanted by the Spirit; for Grace in 
the Soul is an active and lively Principle, 
ht: and the beſt Teacher of good Works, 
without which, indeed, none can be per- 
1 ol form'd acceptable unto God: This teaches, 
er ü that denying Ungodlineſs and wor!dly 
no Tufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteou/ly, 
Lun and godly in this preſent World *. "The 
- but Chriſtian's chief Defire and Endeavour 
his are to arrive at nearer Degrees of Confor- 
n to mity to his Redeemer, by making farther 
h Advances in Purity and Holineſs, hereby 
dn attaining ſtill clearer Evidences of his Right 
and Title to that Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
which God, for Chriſt's Sake will beſtow 
upon all his Servants; and at the ſame 
time affording him ſuch a Proſpect of his 
vith future Inheritance, that when Death ap- 
Be- proaches he can ſay with old Simeon, Now 
ten ſuetteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace 


neſs REFLECTIONS, 


e 1. From what has been ſaid we may 
mer learn, that tho' the People of God are at- 
om- Aflicted, and their beſt outward Enjoy- 
the ments thereby imbitter'd ; yet have they 
are no Reaſon to queſtion the Love of their 

heavenly Father, nor others to jidge 
| by cenſoriouſly concerning them. If the A- 
ra: poſtle Paul, and ſuch extraordinary Per- 


| : Þ Titus ii. 11, 12. © Luke ii. 29. 
ces ſons 
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ſons as he was, taſted of the Wormwood and 
the Gall, it ought to be no Surprize;; that 
Chriſtians often are made to drink à bitter 
Cup. Continual Uncertainty attends all 
worldly Enjoyments; there is a Mixture 
of Bitter in all our Sweets; nay, it very 
oſten comes to paſs, that where we Expect 
to meet with the greateſt Satisfaction, we 
find nothing but Diſappointments. and 
Croſſes, and the greateſt Pleaſures of Life 
are ever threatning a Departure, even while 
we poſſeſs them. Afflictions have been the 
Lot of the People of God in all Ages. 
Many, ſays the Pſalmiſt, are the Aftitions 
of the Righteous ; but they have this com- 
fortable Proſpe&, That the Lord will de- 
liver them out of them all. - 
2. Learn what great Need we have to 
be earneſt with God for Help ar Strength, 
to carry us thro all our Trials with bleſ- 
ſed Succeſs, Ihe ſtrongeſt and moſt re- 
ſolved Chriſtian is not a Match for his 
own Corruptions, much leſs is he able to 
contend with all the Powers of Darkneſs ; 
and yet theſe are his Enemies; for xe 
zwreftle not only againſt Fleſh and Blood (as 
St. Paul ſays) but againſt Prencipalities, 
againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of the 
Darkneſs of this World, againſt ſpiritual 
Wickedneſs in high Places * What Man 


© Plal. xxxiv. 19, © Eph. vi. 13. 


Call 
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an hope for Victory over theſe, without the 
Aſſiſtance of an Almighty Arm? Our Lord 
ells his Diſciples, Without me ye can do no- 
hing We have no Armour of our own 
hat's Proof againſt the fiery Darts of the 
Devil; therefore let us tale to our ſelves the 
„ole Armour ef God, that we may be able to 
pit hſtaud in the evil Day, and having done 
and / to fand © Reſting aflur'd that we ſhall be 
Life ble to do all Things thro' Chriſt ſtrengthen- 
nile Wig us % = 
the 3. Is there a Crown of Righteouſneſs laid 
ges. p for all thoſe who love Chriſt's Appear- 
once? What Comfort muſt this adminiſter to 
m- Ne ſurviving Friends of thoſe who fleep in 
de- Neſus: They are only remov'd from their 
| ins, Sorrows, and Diſtreſſes, into the Arms 
f their Redeemer, whoſe Appearance they 
oth, Wo much led, and ſo much long'd for. 
le- hey are not loſt, though we ſhall ſee them 

re- Were no mote; they are only gone before, 
his Ind we are following them as faſt as the 

to WF ings of Time can carry us; and the Day 
eſs ; WW approaching when all the Diſciples of the 
de leſſed Jeſus thall meet again, never to part 
(as ore. Let us then take the Apoſtle's Ad- 
ies, Nice to the Theſſalonians, who ſays, Toi 
the yt hate you to be ignorant, Brethren, cn- 
ual Wernins them which are aſleep, that ye ſor- 
lan e not even as others which have no Hope; 
r if we believe that Jeſus died and roſe 

John xv. 5, * Eph. vi. 13. #®Phil.iv.13. 
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— even "fo them alſo which ſleep in 70 
ſus will Go bring with him. 

Laſtiy, The Experience which all trufl 
Chriſtians have had of the Grace of Chril j 
ſupporting them in the Views of Death, giv 
us great Encouragement to walk in Life aff 
they alſo walked, both in doing and ſufferings | 
for the Sake of Chriſt ; that it may be evi 
dent we are alſo Followers of them, wh 
thro Faith and Patience inherit the Prof 
miſes . Of this Number was our deceaſe 
and much honoured Friend, whoſe Death we 
juſtly lament. Some Account, of her Cha 
racter will at this Time, I doubt not, be ex 
pected, I preſume you are moſt of you aj 
prized how much this Part of my Provinc 
has been anticipated, in a Sermon deliver“ 
laſt Lord's-Day in this Place * ; for which 
Reaſon I ſhall repeat very little more 0 
what was then ſaid concerning the Deceaſed 
than thoſe Texts of Scripture, which it wa 
her earneſt Deſire might be mentioned in het 
Funeral Sermon, confining my ſelf principal 
ly to ſome Obſervations 1 made, during my 
Converſation with her. | 

She was Relict of Sir Gregory Pagt 
Bart, who was Himſelf, for many Years, an 
Honourable Member of this Church : And 
as ſhe was the Deſcendant of plous Px 


a_ a—_ tot... As tr A . — Wd 
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b i Theſſ. iv. 13, 14. * Heb. vi. 12. * By Mr. Harriſon, 
which contain'd a Character of the Deceas d drawn up by 4 
Relation. 


rents, 
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J rents, ſo conſequently ſhe had early and re- 
ligious Inſtructions, which were bleſs d with 
truſ very happy Succeſs, as appear'd in her early 
-brilfy Converſion: After making Religion her Stu- 
81V | dy for ſeveral Years, even in the Beginning of 
fe al Life, ſhe was admitted a Member of this 
ring Church, about the Age of Nineteen; (few 
' EVI ſuch Inſtances are now to be met with) having 
before born an undaunted Teſtimony to the 
; Appointment of Chriſt, by being baptized in 
the Preſence of above two hundred People. 
She often expreſs'd a very grateful Senſe 
of the divine Goodneſs, that her Heart was 
ſo early inclin d to ſeek the God of ber Fa- 
apf thers ; which Words ſhe would frequently 
mention with abundance of Pleaſure. She 
r 9 likewiſe diſcover'd great 'Thankfulneſs, that 
in the midſt of thoſe Doubts and Fears which 
attended her religious Enquiries, ſhe was 
directed to the following Scriptures, by the 
reading of which they were wholly removed, 
uz. Fear thou not, for I am with thee ; be 
ut diſmayed, for I am thy God; T will 
my ſtrengthen thee, Iwill help thee, yea, Iwill 
| uphold thee with the Right-hand of my 
We Righteouſneſs '. Alſo Ver. 13. Tthe Lord 
ant thy Cod will hold thy Right-band, ſaying 
and ante thee, Fear not, I will help thee. The 
Pa- Word of God is nigh thee, even in thy Mouth, 
and in thy Heart; that is the Word of Faith 
WF which we preach, that if thou ſhalt confeſs 
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with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhall h 
believe in thine Heart that God hath raiſed? al 
him from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved", 
This is Life eternal, to know Theethe oniy true] 
God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent", 

The following Scriptures, amongſt others, 
were the Reaſons for her embracing the Sen- 
timents ſhe entertain'd concerning Baptiſm, | 
viz. He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall 
be ſaved ®%. But when they believed Philip] 
preaching the Things concerning the King- 
dom of God, and the Name of Feſus Chriſt} 
they were baptized both Men and Women”. 
How agrecable ſhe acted to her Profeſhon ofÞ 
Religion for the Space of five or ſix and thir- 
ty Years, is fully manifeſt, ſince nothing was 


able to remove her Integrity from her. And | 


-, 


; 


| 


t 


mk Fi, 


tho' ſhe was led ſome time before her De- 
ceaſe to re-examine her Principles by a parti- 
cular Incident, yet ſhe defir'd it might be de- 
clard in her Funeral Diſcourſe, that ſhe could 
ſee no Reaſon to alter her Judgment. ; 

She was endow d with remarkable Pa- 
tience under a long and painful Diſtemper *,Þ 
during which Time I frequently viſited her, Þ 
and never heard her utter the leaſt repining Þ 
Word at the ſevere Affliction the Almighty Þ 


m Rom, x. 8, 9. John xvii. 3. Mark xvi. 16. Acts 
viii. 12. d. Dr. Warren's Impartial Churchman, the Pre- 
face, * This was a Dropſy, for which ſhe was tapped the firſt 
Time, Dec. 24. 1723. and in all 66 Times: The Quantity 
of Water drawn from her was accarding to a regular Account | 


which ſhe kept, 240 Gallons. 
had 
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alt N had laid on her, no, not when her Pains were 


almoſt intolerable, repeating the Words of 
Fob ; Hall we receive Good at the Hand of 
God, and ſhall we not receive Evil, ſaying, 
« She had taſted God was gracious, and 
ce that in the midſt of Judgment he had re- 
* member'd Mercy.” She conſtantly acknow- 
ledg'd the Goodneſs of God for the con- 


tinuance of her Intellects; the Reſignation to 
bis Will ſhe experienc'd, together with that 
KAffluence and Plenty, which render'd her 
able to procure all the Aſſiſtance that human 


Art or Skill could afford her : But one thing 
was the Subject of her frequent Complaint, 
and that was her being debarr'd the Privile- 
ges of the Houſe of God, to which ſhe re- 
ſorted as long as ſhe was able; nay, even at 
Times when ſhe very well knew, that many 
Days Pain would attend it ; and frequently 
told me, ſhe never was more eaſy than when 
the was there, When ſhe could no longer 


bear the Uneaſineſs of a Coach, rather than 
not give her Attendance on Publick Worſhip, 


| ſhe made uſe of a more eaſy Conveyance", till 
the Diſtemper had weaken'd her to ſuch a 
Degree, as ſhe became unable to bear that 
| alſo, becauſe Motion promoted her Diſeaſe, 


and gave her almoſt exquiſite Torture for a 
conſiderable Time after. Her zealous Con- 


cern about this Affair appear'd very extraor- 
| Cinary, by her frequent ſoliciting me, with a 


She was brought divers Times in a Chair. 
very 
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yery ſolemn Air, to declare whether I thought 
it her Duty, conſidering the Circumſtances 


ſhe was in, to attend the Worſhip of God in 


this Place, when ſhe was fully aſſur'd what 


would be the Conſequence, intimating, that | 


ſhe would much rather endure whatever 
thould be occaſion'd thereby, than offend her 
God, by omitting her Duty. | 

As her Piety towards God was very re- 


markable, ſo was alſo her Charity to her | 


Fellow-Creatures very conſiderable ; the 
Bowels of many of the Poor have been re- 
freſhed by her Bounty ; tho' ſhe did not her 
Alms to be ſeen of Men, nor ſound a Trum- 
pet when ſhe beſtow'd her Favours. Her Ge- 
neroſity to my ſelf, whilſt ſhe was living, 
and that further Expreſſion of it ſhe has left 
behind her, in Gratitude, I think my ſelf obli- 
ged to acknowledge. Many were the Marks 
of her Reſpect, which ſhe ſhew'd to this 
Church, in the Time of her Life ; and very 
generous the Donation ſhe hath left to the 
Poor of it; many more Things of this Na- 
ture might be ſpoke to her Praiſe, did this 

Part of her Character need it. 
Now let us follow her to the Cloſe of 
Life, and take a View of that ſtedſaſt Aſſu- 
rance of this Crown of Righteouſneſs, with 
which ſhe launched into Eternity. Her 
Hopes of everlaſting Life, as ſhe declared to 
me, were entirely placed on Chriſt and his 
Righteouſneſs, uling theſe Words, There we 
are 
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are ſafe. A little before her Deceaſe, ſhe 
repeated the fore-cited Scriptures, referring 


alſo to theſe following, which were careful- 


ly folded down in her Bible, and ardently 
"deſired they all might be mentioned on this 


$ Occaſion, iz. Watch and ſtand faſt in the 


Faith, quit ye like Men, be ſtrong *. Fight 
the good Fight of Faith, lay hold on eternal 
Life, whereunto thou art alſo called, and 


| haſt profeſſed a good Profeſſum before many 


IWitneſſes *. Let us hold faſt the Profeſſion of 
our Faith without wavering *. Be ready al- 
ways to give an Anſwer to every Man that 
asketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that is in 
Jou, with Meekneſs and Fear, having a good 
Conſcience *. The Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my 
Name; be ſhall teach you all Things, and 
bring all Things to your Remembrance“: All 
which Paſlages of Scripture gave her ſtrong 
Conſolation. | 

The laſt Viſit I pay'd her, which was a 
few Days before her Death; upon my ſay- 
ing to her, I hop'd ſhe had a comfortable 
Proſpect of a better World; ſhe anſwer'd, 
waving her Hand with all the Zeal and 
Chearfulneſs her extream Weakneſs would 
permit, Ay, ay, ay *: And to ſome of her 

1 Cor. xvi. 13. 
ini. 15,16, John xiv. 26. | | 

2 J uſe theſe Words rather than any other, becauſe they 


were the very Sounds ſhe pronounc'd, and alſo are a plain 1n- 
dication of her very great WeakneG, 
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near Relatives, the at another Time ex 
preſs d her ſelf thus ; Now lam going into 
« Eternity; I am able to review my paſt 
«- Conduct with Comfort, and think What 
have done is right.“ When the Time of 
her Departure Was at hand; with the great- 
eſt Compoſedneſs, and witfiout the leaf 
Struggle, ſhe fell aſleep in Jeſus. Thus 
liv'd, and thus dy d this * Lady, who, 
though ſhe had great Poſſeſſions, yet follow. 
ed the Advice of the Pſalmiſt, who ſays, F 
Riches encreaſe, ſet not your Hearts upon 
them. Therefore did ſhe not * in them 
lu in the living God, who had given Ber 
all Things vichly to enjoy, regarding thè Pi 
rection of her - bleſſed Redeemer, Who ay 
Provite for your ſelves Rags that wax n 
ola, 2TH ee! at Jaiior, l.. 
Fo cont lay all concern 4 4 this 
aal 88110555 lay it to Heart, eſpecially: 
we of 2þis-Congregation, who have loft 
valuableta Member: And let it be the ear- 
neſt Prayer of us all, N we may duly con- 
ſider the Uncertainty F our Continuance in 
this Life; and that Gdd would teach us 4b 
76 number our Days gan 70 apply our Hearts 
anto Wiſdom, that whenever we are called 
Hence, we may receive he End = our Faith 
even FOG Satoation of our Souls, - $$” 1 
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